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Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 62-97213 
Japanese Patent Application No. 60-238430 

Title of the invention- Electrical point-contact material 

What is claimed is- 

1. An electric contact material comprising a layer composed of a 
material having good electrical conductivity, wherein a layer composed of a 
material having a higher hardness than the former material is formed on the 
former layer. 

2. An electric contact material according to Claim 1, wherein the 
material having a higher hardness is composed of Ag containing a metal oxide. 

3. An electric contact material according to Claim 2, wherein Sn02 and 
In203 are dispersed as the metal oxides in Ag. 

4. An electric contact material according to Claim 3, wherein AI2O3 is 
also dispersed in Ag. 

5. An electric contact material according to Claim 4, wherein MnO is 
also dispersed in Ag. 

6. An electric contact material according to any one of Claims 1-5, 
wherein the material having good electrical conductivity is composed of Ag. 

7. An electric contact material according to any one of Claims 1-6, 
wherein the layer composed of a material having a higher hardness has a 
thickness of 10 200 pm. 

8. An electric contact material according to any one of Claims 1-7, 
wherein the layer composed of a material having good electrical conductivity 
has a larger thickness than the layer composed of a material having a higher 
hardness. 
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9. An electric contact material according to any one of Claims 1-8, 
wherein the layer composed of a material having a higher hardness is formed 
by bonding an alloy layer on the layer composed of a material having good 
electrical conductivity, and then by oxidizing a to be oxidized metal element in 
the alloy layer into an oxide by internal oxidation. 
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